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ﬂy SHATN MelLRAITH,
- Bledicnl Comrespomdest

<ogociated a congepital ob-
- _pormallty, ¢left lip and
“-palate, . with the child's
- matker bavimy one kind of
pregnancy fest

. the ahoprmality iz Western
- Amstralia betwaen 1963 i
19704, the methar had bad a
'_'.' . pregmaney st involving raking
20 o pombined  progestosis

-oestregen hermonal drog, hE‘ z

5Y5. ]
. "I 22 of the 232 casey of
!
o
[] Fl ’
F ot 4

'.-'ﬁl ﬁ‘nﬂ‘;ﬁ ﬂ':l;.t{!r has ﬂs'

,':'v Tn 10 per cent of cases Dl'

petiod, the mwiner had taken
the presmagzy st hetween the -

" fitth and eighih v cnk of gesta-

tion,
D¢ W. F. Zropan, of Prio-
ers Mazuarct  Hospizal for

 Children in Perih, wports the

fitlicer i n lftter o tha
fedical Jeurmal of Avstralia,

- - He says tiat Beusese most
cases of Jdeny b oand palute .
are thouge! ' ha Jue o e

"ducinyg niscatriig:
- viouws mususe of he dreg.

[
!FI }
e
i interaetion ol heredity asd en-
vironument, it is imporital to i
¢ to identify the u:n'.rm:mmt:- -
tal factors, Fep

Hecause the ol pregrency
teste DL the Wast Auwstralian

_- . emses  were  usually e edmini--
’ c[E‘t lip nad pahle r:er 11* Lﬁ.ﬂ

seved” at the most sensitive
stnge af . the embcye's davelops
ment, Dr Brogen considers
they are an umwaceanied risk.

" He point2 but that ather

presnancy teals are available
which da nat requice the
pdmiaiatiatiag of any dire,
Sa':“ of 1hs tzas ie his
serigs, he sumposts, may hove
Eeer made ia the hops of pro-
— e
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MELBOURNE, Mon-
day. = Tha Federal
~Ggvernment  has
" msked for a comgplate

acts ocn

baby
test:

pill

withdrawsl of prog- |
mancy test pills, Re- ¢

“geacch indicates the
- pills are contribuiing
tor defects in babics,

1 was reporiosd  on
- 8atuerday that®

- --resgarch had shown

- aml pregoancy iests
swern wssociated with
" cleft lips and palates.

Tha Federal Health De-

- partment 5 can-

celling impart liceng- -

" es for the pilis.

‘The three  Australian .

*gompanics markeiing

“the pills have been

casked to- Ralt all |

siles, :
Tha action fallone s

- recammendation from

the TFedsral Drag .

Evaluation Commit-
les

© spokesman silid

y . ‘A Health D-:puﬁn*.ent:

taday:  “We  have

-+ wrilten to threa com-

T panies  that macke:
harmonal prezeancy

 testing tablets,

“The companies are
being asked to with-

. draw  the :;Ltln:l_si

from sale,
“All mport licences

- have Been canceiled, -

“The measures  are

destgned to have ims
", mediate effect. ;

“The action i5 on the

basis af questionable -

safci:f,"

Other methods

The Dug  Evaluation
Commitie: chair-
man, Dr Stanley
Goulston, szid  the
recommendation  to

stop marketing
foflowed reeeipt of
detailed resgarch
maxterial.

Alternatively preenanoy
tesls  pob  involving
kormenal tahlets
were readily  avail-
ghle, ho said,

The mest common bor-
meeal preznancy fest
invalves the use of
two  pilla e ocon-

- Becutive ways. DRload.
nx notmally foibina
i the paticat is not
praznant,

Resgarch hes  shown
that if the woman Js

prezmant, ihe hor-

mone gt fsislaupt
fectuz formation, =o
causivy  wbnorm-
lities. .
Much of the rescarch
information has
come throngh world
kpalth  Loulics  bue
some  Tocent work
has keen dape by Dr
W, FE Brooca at
Perth s ['rincess
Blarparct  Huspital
for Children. )
He reported i oa letter
to the Medicp] oz
ral of Avstralia thae
the hormonal * pills
ceoufd epuse paluts
- dofects.
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MELEQUEIHE - The Federal Cuvemment ha:’.'

ordered the complete withdiawal from sale of

prcgﬂmnc'f testing
" Research indicates that tne p|]|5 have Lontnhu‘n ta

‘deformities in babizs

F‘llw;

. The Health Depaﬂrﬁf-nr i l:am:elhng :.nrnrt IEccncH' qnd

the throe Austrelion rl:.“1"l"!‘! e merketing thom

elr sales,

A Erisbane  gynaccd-
fozsst st wesbl o sdd
Sy doeigrs bad
ferprtd thu  furm of
pregneney Ledling sLne
FHE A0,

Il wds a3, aware of
gty dlbnareliles aird -
aei i GuesnElane,

1 15 Kot narpaly
Gord Tecuus s mnnst docs
La- r'm sarlar JL wne LD

pive ||J|"" Elnh Tgmpn

: : T-u dpuge b Prasibie)”

|_1r [FHA

The proglgm wth
t}u]:cul.ll' s thal L
Edllagd Lremandaus
giert, when the  drd
wes  only  suspooied o
ke rosponsibig,

)

Immmiediode

The Gousrament al-
st iy o POpUNERED =
dutingr e Lhe Foderad
Dvuy - Eveltinbiog Cum -
e,

A Federal Henliy Di-
pirumens Lipokesman said
resterday: "We bave
wiilen 1.... ﬂnm £on-
panes thel Miabie! hors
peonal proenaney I.I.“llll‘a'
ml:-lﬂlf

“Ihe enhinn 111|'4 nre
gring azked oo owithdrw
the teilews  Lrom fald
The angdsures  ore G-
gortied] ta hiper (emcdinle
eite &, ‘Ul aclion inoent

liJlr 1.1.1~|f ol c,ul:-.l:un.:n‘n. 2
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Rubiprz Lu.]-J'l.-:'rI ireel
doteddsd  cewtuitie (9
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. bodies, ber some  ppeend

work s tane 'n%;a toos
Apr ol Peril's Frinec:is
= Hgepital. for

T
Tis  factor  Pepareed
hisl weay Lhat ihe
onal ills could
Callee jetlabe refoela

nf oviicd

o apre frelied are WA
g anal # recandd bpe ol
Fid = ler With conorod

e Iy |:-||-.u- el smiie

weres I temsle bahica
The '|.|.'Hlt‘..1 . Colioes
al {,u.J ACUDL LoZislE L Wl
yicd  fnae poung oirls
caulil breome m"om!-:
o Tiie cgilere pv

H* ‘.I'u .'-.Ilvﬂ N
ybsepe ‘Hnrm
:H.‘;l.'.:hz |'ﬂ'1 liron mru
BUITE BXLASLY

o Lhe s eontnl

s, 0Ie. RdeGonadd wdied
Lhva [ icdicationg wikse
BIAE LWL b papular
COTURONLNL gl ey suv h
Nk could eauce w LYVE
ol mple gendtul eburae-
terstie In females,

_—— e

ave hEEﬁ tald tn

The nmnpﬂnnnb b..-
ficved o he cRusing Lha
problem i8 Jl-porlestes
Fune. .

sir. MeDonald eald It
ppaearcd in cadse G-
culty  when 2 wouman
st od 1aking the pill for
a dey arordw and [hen
Lonk a4 dothle dae,

17 she eoneelved durldy
e iia=ed time. shdles
ingicacnd thatl the eog-
pupent couic Pduac Lag
male eheruetondiics |

ﬂmaﬁmlug.ms v."'rp
g Mo lave Dh-tar-
Lulc.nn{' remaaved  (rom
e pill, xr. MeDonnld
salil !

The Ar.shanne synaeen-

Nyl =ald 10-norviosla-
ruzg il ean suspeet for
Lo NelETS.
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By MICHAI.'L WILKINSON

THE Fedara! mrﬂmnu.na has m"-.ﬂﬂnd the compizta
- wilhdrawal of a pregnancy testing pill.

Research _mds:a es the plﬁ! is confributing te
S = "] deformed bakics.

{ [ R
b ER TR L

¢oAnd leading dectors are

warried that o sacong (Tpe
Jof pill — For Bivth eonfrel
jx=1Is cansing malo Feabies
¢ In fermale babies,

i The Austm
Lol Gynnecoliniils
T ST TR W R Y Vorled Lhat thig I,||||_II FI.'.JH
BEE kS T } + eould eventually prove &

’ : : . 1 be mferkile. . 2
[ o! hormiptinl becfine
T < S warleg pmoeny  deeloss -
FE G yed ; : it cs.um_'ttm & pae TanEs
xS 7 .. ¢ from I3 to 40 per oerndl of
s hr . all tostn for  pregnansy,
“M.e  compatles  oee
being asked Lo ".Llhv."':.-;r
the [ blecs [rom isio amdl
: . all Iwgort 1|u:r1ceq. oo
G SRR R g . been - vaneelled” e +al

} \ AR ~ 0 HealM Thama ..- -
Efokoaman aadtd }'E'J-tr.'ln'llir.

“The IMEZAUMEs e tes
slamad to Rave immed.te

The SGovermment aciisn

follows @ reeonmncitdatsoe

5 . : fromy  the  Ferleral  Theup
x D, Evaraklon Comoitiee,

: .. .+ - Beossarch

: / ' : - ol waing

, / gl B ) e 1 The committes's chair-
i o s L “rmat, Dr wtanley Gaulatop,
" ~ e Lemd tha  recommenualan
. . ; Lo stofy Australinn maraeg-
- - Ing followed the pecoint of
dataglag] tesearcic maberad,
l' o Dr Coulston said ullier
it pregnaney  besls, Dl i
o 3 volving harmansl tablels.

F g [ 5 were feadily wviilable.
i , The president of  bhe
[ z Anslentinn Colleme ol
- Gvnaccalowials,  AMe Tag
L Melenald, sald o popeiar
COMUUIEL of many Lutlh

pomttal  pills wan poew .

< Bhuughk o eatsse a type of
male character: :-l:l.. i fee
: trialea.
i & The ml'np-jne-nt Lo livmd
g b b austpy e piabilenn
s 19-putesteTong,

Mr o MoDonald osanl b
oEpcanad m mait et o
when o o el easd
tikmz e ull-’ fur w Wy

e
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MILROURNE, Tuzs-
day. — Royal -Collzne
of lstotricians and
Gyroezologists in Al
tralia has bezom a nals
jonal inwvestigotion mta
the elzcts of difs on
unborn childremn.

The investigation, 10
. caver whour 80 per cent of
2| Awstralian births, is €%
pected 10 lnst for many
years, All drugd, ineluding
thass relaied 1o 383 Tiar-
mones, will ecme rodsr
close sorliny apl PrOCress
renarls will e pubiisied
from fime 10 dms

A controlled =iwey in
Mew Yook last year shaw-
ad that children were more
Hkely to be nora with lim
deformitizs if 1heir maothzrs
had heen exposed o arTe
monal propaancy LEals, of
had “hreakthrough” press
nancies while on orM
contrageplives.

The enilips's ghyaline
presicent, Bic 1. A Me-
Danzld, said he did not
shink hormons Pregnency
pest pills ar gantTageptives
confainit g 19 - morelhise
terane should be aken off
the market untii fong-term
smvestipations had snown
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R ' definite link ta defarmities.
“Crr earliesh impressiony

are that the link between
_pregnancy hormone 125l
pills and conzenital abmor-
! .malities i1 vary MERee, e

| zaid. ’ :
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CANBERRA,  Tuoes- administration  of  her
day, = A pumber of  menss

hoTinang pregoancy- Or Everingharn  said
tasting [repiLTations that apart irom the gree
which ihe Federal Gove “?1’?‘35""3-5“”5 | preCuels
ermment  has *ordered wililrawn,  there e
s ; SFth o a pumies of other hor-
witndrpwn were PAmEd  pana) preparations avail-

todoy by the Mimister
far Health, Tr Erering-
ham - . el

They

abie in Ausralid which
sisp coulg be uswd for)
megmangy s {
The dopartment wcui-:t|

1

are  Dlponynon.

Simpiex, require that praduet liter-

Nuegynon

Thuazynan Oral {Scharime  aldre for  these  pree
Ty Eidl Amenarane parations conlain al
Gorte  (Roussel  Tharmas ypocific warninp [Re0 they!
cautical Py LD and  mor b nsed for preganey |
eaprdyl [Allen and Haos: tegting,

B0ry sl

: . Althnuph 2 number of!
Cr Everingham said the i

- : conlrageslive pills contain-
Augratign  Druz  Eval- - ed similar stnstances, ey
ualon Commilts: had re=  wers ussid in mugh lowerl
cormmended Laal syslemie doses and  weTe agmm,‘.l
hanmonal Enr:pulu::mﬁ _fl'.IT srered o prevenl  ST9F
preananey LEEULRE ke with=  paocy. e

qrawn because of their o Thus woen o4 tha pilly
guesticnable zafoly, and Rud no cause for watt it

the fact thal there WeTS lh“dmsm' lu: A;JLU& rec Bm;
£ 1 i a1 nstrucians. 1o
meonlile anid yeliable ‘multiple dones “hf-r@ re-|

methods  availabls which
did  mot  iovelves  the

P

tine  doses were™ missad
shouhd be avoided. .4 l
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